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EPIDEMIOLOGICAL UPDATE ° ¢ ™

Weekly report / Week 39 / 7 October 2021

As part of its surveillance, alert, and prevention missions, Santé publique France analyses and publishes
COVID-19 data obtained from its network of partners' as well as its own studies and surveys. This report is
based on data reported to Santé publique France up to 6 October 2021.
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People had received at least one preventive measures, especially in the current context
vaccine dose marked by a lower respect of preventive measures

/348,911,033 @
People were fully vaccinated

1Santé publique France acknowledges the large public health network that contributes to COVID-19 surveillance:
healthcare professionals working in private practice and hospitals, emergency departments, hospital and private biology
laboratories, learned societies for infectious diseases, resuscitation, and emergency medicine, CNAM, INSERM, and INSEE.
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Week 39 (27 September to 3 October 2021)

In week 39, the situation continued to improve throughout the country, with the positive evolution of
epidemiological indicators in most regions. Nevertheless, the situation remained worrying in French
Guiana, with high incidence and hospitalisation rates, excess mortality, and slow vaccination uptake.
At the national level, the incidence rate fell among the youngest age groups and stabilised among
those aged 60 years and older. Contract tracing indicators showed high regional disparities with the
identification of transmission chains varying according to the region. On 5 October 2021, 75.2% of the
French population had received at least one vaccine dose, and 72.9% were fully vaccinated. Given the
relaxation of preventive measures, to maintain the current favourable evolution of the epidemic,
vaccination should be combined with other preventive measures, notably by respecting protective
measures, limiting contacts at risk, and respecting self-isolation in the case of symptoms, confirmed

infection, or contact with a confirmed case.

At the national level, the incidence rate continued to
fall, reaching 48 new cases per 100,000 inhabitants
(-16%) in week 39, equivalent to an average of 4,609
diagnosed cases per day. The incidence rate
declined among those under 60 years and stabilised
among the older age groups. It was the highest
among adults under 50 years of age and children.
The screening rate based on antigenic and PCR tests
(excluding self-testing) remained very high at 4,580
per 100,000 inhabitants (-3%). It was stable or
decreasing in all age groups, except for 10-19 year-
olds (5,274, +34%). The positivity rate fell slightly to
1.0% (-0.2 points).

The number of consultations for suspected
COVID-19 declined in emergency departments
(1,496, -23%) and SOS Médecins organisations (767,
-42%). These data should nevertheless be
interpreted with caution given the strike action in SOS
Médecins organisations in week 39.

In terms of hospital indicators, new admissions
continued to fall, with 1,228 new hospital admissions
(-23%) and 306 new intensive care admissions
(-27%). On 5 October, 7,157 COVID-19 patients were
hospitalised, including 1,292 in intensive care.

In metropolitan France, the incidence rate
continued to decrease in all regions, except for Pays
de la Loire where it was stable (40, -1%). It remained
the highest in Provence-Alpes-Cote d'Azur
(85, -17%). The screening rate was elevated in all
regions. The rate of new hospital admissions slightly
increased in Pays de la Loire but was stable or
decreasing in the other regions.

In overseas France, the incidence rate remained
elevated in Guyana (494, -8%). Hospital tensions
remained high despite a slight reduction in the
number of new hospital admissions. The moderate
excess mortality observed between weeks 29 and 37
rose in week 38.

The incidence rate continued to fall in Martinique
(134, -17%) and Guadeloupe (76, -35%). The drop in
the number of new hospital admissions continued in
week 39. After a peak in the number of deaths in week
33, excess mortality persisted in Martinique in week
38, although the numbers returned to within usual
fluctuation margins in Guadeloupe in weeks 37 and
38.

The Delta variant represented nearly all viruses
circulating in metropolitan France, corresponding to
more than 99% of interpretable sequences in Flash
Surveys #23 and #24 on 7 and 17 September,
respectively.

In week 39, the number of cases (-14%) and contacts
at risk (-13%) fell at a slower pace compared to the
preceding weeks. Nationally, the average number of
contacts identified per case remained stable at 2.2.
As in the previous weeks, the contact tracing
indicators nevertheless revealed strong regional
disparities due to the different levels of the epidemic,
thus making the identification of contacts more
difficult in certain regions.

On 5 October, 75.2% of the French population had
received at least one vaccine dose, and 72.9% were
fully vaccinated. The high vaccination coverage of
healthcare professionals continued to progress.
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Confirmed cases, incidence, and screening

Nationally, the incidence rate was 48 per 100,000 inhabitants in week 39 (vs 57 in week 38, -16%), while the
screening rate was 4,580 per 100,000 inhabitants (vs 4,704 in week 38, -3%). The positivity rate fell by 0.2 points
(1.0%). Among the 2,819,369 tested individuals who provided information about the possible presence of symptoms,
91% were asymptomatic, a proportion that has been stable for several weeks. The positivity rate slightly dropped
among symptomatic individuals (5.5% vs 6.2% in week 38) and was stable among asymptomatic individuals (0.6%

vs 0.7% in week 38). Overall, 46% of cases were symptomatic (stable compared to week 38).

Weekly evolution of the incidence and screening rates since week 24, 2020, France (corrected and

uncorrected for public holidays) (data on 6 October 2021)
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The incidence rate fell among people under 60 years and was stable among the older age groups. The highest rates
were still observed among young adults: 30-39 year-olds (69/100 000, -18%), 10-19 year-olds (61, -15%), and 20-
29 year-olds (60, -17%). The screening rate was decreasing or stable in all age groups except for 10-19 year-
olds among whom it increased (+34%). It remained the highest among 20-29 year-olds (7,793/100,000, -9%) and

30-39 year-olds (6,932, -9%). The positivity rate fell or stabilised in all age groups.

Weekly evolution of the incidence rate per 100,000 inhabitants by age group since week 28, France

(corrected for public holidays) (data on 6 October 2021)
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Hospitalisations, intensive care admissions, and deaths

To better understand the hospital dynamics, new hospital and intensive care admissions are analysed by date of patient admission
to hospital. New deaths (in hospital and long-term care facilities) are analysed by date of occurrence. Data from week 39, up to 5
October 2021, are not yet consolidated and may thus be underestimated.

On 5 October 2021, 7,157 COVID-19 patients were hospitalised in France (vs 7,862 on 28 September, -9%), including
1,292 in intensive care (vs 1,537 on 28 September, -16%).

At the national level, hospital indicators based on the date of admission showed an improvement, with 1,228 new
hospital admissions (-23% from week 38, -27% from week 37 to week 38) and 306 new intensive care admissions
(-27% from week 38, -28% from week 37 to week 38).

Weekly number of new hospital (1) and intensive care (2) admissions
for COVID-19 patients since 23 March 2020, France (data on 5 October 2021)
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In week 39, for all age groups, the weekly rate of new hospital admissions was down, while the weekly rate of new
intensive care admissions was decreasing or stable.

Weekly rate of new hospital (1) and intensive care (2) admissions
per 100,000 inhabitants, by age group, from week 32 to week 39, France
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Nationally, there were 273 deaths in hospital in week 39, once again down from week 38 (-19%). In the previous
week, the number of deaths in hospital fell by 21% compared to week 37. In week 38, there were also 12 deaths in
long-term care facilities (vs 17 in week 38 and 47 in week 37).
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Situation at the regional

Incidence, positivity, and screening

In metropolitan France, the incidence rate was the highest in Provence-Alpes-Céte d’Azur and ile-de-France. It fell
in all regions except for Pays de la Loire, where it was stable. The screening rate was also the highest in Provence-
Alpes-Coéte d’Azur, Corsica, and fle-de-France. In week 39, 73 departments had an incidence rate below 50 per
100,000 inhabitants (vs 57 in week 38). The highest incidence rates were observed in Bouches-du-Rhéne
(115, -20%), Alpes-Maritimes (83, -7%), Alpes-de-Haute-Provence (71, -17%), and Paris (71, -7%).

In overseas France, the incidence rate was 494 per 100,000 inhabitants in French Guiana, down by -8% compared
to the previous week. It remained elevated in Martinique and Guadeloupe but continued to fall sharply (-17% and
-35%, respectively).

Evolution of the incidence, positivity, and screening rates by region? from week 34, France
(data on 6 October 2021)
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2 For further information on the epidemic situation in the regions, consult the Regional Epidemiological Updates.
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Variants of concern

The L452R mutation (primarily driven by the Delta variant) was detected in 95.8% of screened positive samples in
week 39 (vs 95.2% in week 38). Sequencing data confirmed the prevalence of the Delta variant among the circulating
variants. Delta was identified in more than 99.8% of interpretable sequences in metropolitan France in Flash
Surveys #23 (7 September) and #24 (14 September) (unconsolidated data).

In overseas France, Delta was identified in 94% of interpretable sequences in Flash Survey #22 (31 August), 95% in
Flash #23 (7 September), and 98% in Flash #24 (14 September, unconsolidated data).

Vaccination

On 5 October, vaccination coverage in France based on data from Vaccin Covid was estimated at 75.2%
(n=50,482,515) for at least one dose and 72.9% (n=48,911,033) for full vaccination. Among the eligible population
aged 12 years and older, 50,462,348 had received one dose (87.3%), and 48,897,142 (84.6%) were fully vaccinated.

Vaccination coverage by age group in France on 5 October 2021 (in %)
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On 5 October, 93.5% of residents of aged care homes and long-term care facilities had received at least one dose
(91.4% with full vaccination). Vaccination coverage continued to progress among healthcare professionals: 96.0%
had received at least one vaccine dose, and 94.5% were fully vaccinated.

Check out the survey of the week
Update on the circulation of variants with Flash Survey #22

For more information on COVID-19, the surveillance systems in place, and vaccination,
consult the websites of Santé publique France and Vaccination Info Service.
For more information on the regional data, see Regional Epidemiological Updates.

Find all the open access data on Géodes.
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